


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 3 NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3292. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillors D Basford & N Jenks.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 3 members of the public (Mr G Martin, Mr & Mrs Riccioni).

3293. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3294. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3295. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin asked if anything could be done regarding the fallen trees/vegetation onto the verge of Walgrave Road. 

3296. West Northants Councillor.
The WNC did not attend – having been present at the last meeting.

3297. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 6 October 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor D Basford and seconded by the Vice Chair and signed by the Chairman.

3298. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor D Basford to send a reminder to the Definitive Map Team – to be discussed under item 3306.
Councillor C Middleton had emailed the Allotment plot holder – she had been using the squash debris to suppress the weeds on the neighbouring plot but would remove that weekend.
The posts would be discussed under item 3300.
The Clerk reported that the flag had been removed from the streetlight.
Ambler Tree Services would be discussed under item 3300/3307.

3299. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3300. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.  Ambler Tree Services hope to be on site at the end of the month.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post -OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3301. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

3302. Parish Council casual vacancy – to be filled by co-option.
There was currently one vacancy on the Parish Council which is being advertised in Hannington Life.  

3303. Draft budget 2026/27.
The draft budget was discussed except for the grant to the Village Hall.  The Clerk had included an inflationary increase and was awaiting details from NCALC of their fees for next year.  The Parish Councillors were also going to consider any additional items of expenditure that might be required. The figures will be reviewed again at the next meeting, together with an update on whether the Village Hall would be applying for a grant.

3304. Green Hill Solar Project update and including a Rule 6 - invitation to a Preliminary Meeting on Tuesday 21 October at 10am – Mercure Hotel – Silver Street, Northampton (IW).
Deferred to the next meeting in light of the absence of Councillor I Wilson.

3305. Update on the meeting with H Howard (Highways) – A43/Red House Lane junction, to include requesting of 40mph speed limited Red House Lane/Redhouse Road, A43 and move 30mph sign on Holcot Road further out.
The Clerk had now heard back from Helen Howard of Highways as follows: “I am pleased to advise that a reduction to the limit from 60mph to 40mph from the village along Red House Lane to the A43, A43 from the Woodmeadow Garden Centre to the Walgrave turning and along Orlingbury Road from A43 to the wooded area have all been supported and will be handed over to our engineers for detailed design etc.

With regards extending the 30mph limit on the Holcot Road, the overall consensus from the Panel is to decline this request.  Given the function, rural characteristics and surrounding open nature of this road the consensus view of the Panel is that a 30mph restriction is unrealistic and non-compliance will be widespread.  We know from long experience that merely lowering the speed limit will not translate into conformity. From a justification perspective it would not be obvious to a careful and competent motorist why a 30mph limit is in place and, furthermore, would not reflect the look and feel of the road environment.  

However, we note your comments about the livery yard and would suggest the installation of a horse warning sign on the approach to the village to highlight the presence of horse riders.  I will add this request to my minor works list for further consideration in the new financial year.”

3306. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part).  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
Councillor D Basford had emailed the Definitive Map Team – they confirmed that the landowner had been written to – either submit an application or remove the obstruction.  There was some correspondence as to whether the Planning Office could actually approve such an application.  Councillor D Basford pointed out that the obstruction was outside the area the of planning approval given to the redevelopment of the site and the Officers Report stated that the landowner would need to apply for the relevant permission.  To date no application had been submitted to divert the footpath nor had the obstruction been removed.  The last email on 13 October stated that they would need to seek guidance from their legal services team.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that Councillor D Basford would contact them again stating that WNC had failed to enforce the clearance of a public Right of Way and wanted the matter escalating to the Planning Inspectorate.

3307. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park fencing/Ambler Trees – pocket park etc.
The Clerk had circulated the quote of the notice board ahead of the meeting.  It was agreed to accept this and sent a cheque for £744 being the required 50% deposit.  The Chairman will measure the existing posts and email the dimensions to the company along with the confirmation of colour required – British Racing Green.  Ambler Trees were discussed under item 3300 and the pocket park fencing was deferred to the next meeting.

3308. To consider whether to give the Clerk a merit increase, in addition to the agreed salary review.
Following a discussion, it was agreed to raise to raise the Clerk’s pay scale to 29 from April 2026 – proposed by Councillor D Basford, seconded by the Vice Chair and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will amend the budget figures.  

3309. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(29 Sep)			D/D		    £6.75
Signs of Cheshire Ltd – 50% deposit notice board                   	Chq 942	£744.00
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 943	£340.00

The reconciled bank balance was £26,931.65 being General £17,351.74 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £8,979.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
On 29 September the second half of the precept - £5,512.50 was received

3310. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for November, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication.

3311. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3312. Date of next meeting:  1 December 2025.



	
